in many ways: Kofe was well
ahead of its time, andis sadly less
known to the wider public.now,
although in the mid-1980’s it was
one of the pioneering New Wave
bands on the russian rock scene.
Oddly enough, their mL,15|.c is
easily imaginable in today'’s indie

pop environment.

As a concept, Kofe was b'orn. in
late 1983 in the labyrinthine
corridors of various downtown
Leningrad communal flats. Two
former high-school classmates,
and by then engineering students,
Stanislav “Stas” Tishakov (bass',,
vocals) and Alexander “Semyon
Senin (drums), inspired by the
sound of Yazoo, Depeche Mode,
Duran Duran and Echo ‘& The
Bunnymen, started putting 1_0—
gether some old songs to .Iyncls
written by Tishakov, along with his
new ones. The band itself.really
info existence with the
appearance of another technology
student, Eduard “Ed" Nesterenko
(guitar, vocals), soon “followehc,i'
by the singer Grigory Ko.bes g
Kobeshavidze, who was_fascmafe
by the fresh musical ideas and
attitudes of the three boys.

only came

The name Kofe (which simply means
«coffee») hinted at the favourite
drink of the Leningrad in-crowd., as
well as being a subtle act of semiofic
distancing from the cheap—a.nd—
strong wine tradition of the previous
«hippie» generation of .russmnf
rockers. Senin, who was a friend o
the rising sound engineer and
singer-songwriter Alexey \/|shnyal,(
and had already done cover artwor
for Vishnya's debut album, s!'\owed
him some of the nascent band’s com-

ons. Vishnya eagerly agreed to

ositi
P a sound man.

be their producer and
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In the summer of 1984 the band used
Vishnya's spacious flat, left at his
disposal by his vacationing parents,
to record an album called «Balet», a
collection of excitingly fresh neo-
romantic tunes with reflexive lyrics,
sung by an aloof and meditative
voice to a somewhat mechanistic
musical accompaniment. The album
received positive feedback from
friends and early fans, who
prompted the group to join the
Leningrad Rock Club.

Kofe spent most of the next year
rehearsing at home, as did most of
their colleagues at that time, and
could well have remained stuck in
the «underground kitchen concert»
format of the pre-Gorbachev era.
However, in August 1985 the
company was joined by Igor “Pat”
Petrov (guitar, keyboard, saxo-
phone) and Igor “"Goga" Kopylov
(bass, vocals), who had just left
the up-and-coming Televizor, and
injected into Kofe's performance
the so much needed element of
musicianship and stage savvy.

The new line-up gave their first
full-scale concert on 7 December
1985 (together with the now
legendary Zoopark) and after that
they started giving rather hit-and-
miss gigs at various city venues.
Their performances in 1985-1986
evoked varied responses. Kofe
were probably the first ones in
the city who dared to combine
sound recordings and a drum
machine with live instruments,

and to bring on stage aficionados
of break-dance, which was

trendy at the time — all in an

attempt to replace the outdated

clichés of 1970's hard rock scene

with a contemporary artistic

idiom.

In January 1986 Vishnya recorded
their second album, «Balans», this
time in his new studio. One of the
songs from this album called
«Zero», quickly became a notable
hit in the city and beyond: a video
to the song was shown on the
Leningrad TV programmes «Pop
Antenna» and «Spinning Disks»,
both broadcast nationally.

However,
differences

certain  ideological
started to emerge
among Kofe members, and in May
1986 Senin and Nesterenko left the
band. The last concert by Kofe
took place in August 1986 during
the location shooting of Valery
Ogorodnikov’s movie «Vzlomchik»
(The Burglar) where such rising
stars of the Russian rock scene as
Alisa, Auktyon and AVIA also took
part.  Shortly after that Kobe-
shavidze left the group and the
band could no longer perform. Their
last appearence was on TV in the
very end of 1986: the broadcast of
the «Music Ring» program, which
had been recorded back in the
spring, was shown on the Leningrad
television and featured AVIA,
Televizor and the now defunct Kofe.

However the ex-members of Kofe
didn’t quit making music: Petrov and
Kopylov tried to record their music
under the name GPU (Goga-Pat
United) until in the late 1986 Petrov
was recruited into the army. Half a
year later, Tishakov became the
bass guitarist of the national punk
legend Avtomaticheskiye Udovlet-
voriteli while Nesterenko, Kopylov,
and Senin formed Petlya Nesterova
at the very end of 1987, abandoning
the rich and Pompous pop sound of
the 1980’s and delving deep into the

severe post-punk guitar culture of
the early 1990's,



B onpepenénHom cmbicne, onepe-
AMBLUAS CBOE Bpems, a noTomy
cerogHs He ocobo u3BecTHas
UMPOKMM Maccam rpynna Kodpe
CTana opHMM M3 nepBsbIx nposo,u,-'
HUKOB  uAeld HOBOM BOMHbI Ha
MUTEPCKOM  POK-CLieHe  cepeamHbl
80-x, a e& MysbiKy nerko npea-
CTaBHUTb W B CErofHsILUHEM Xy[o-
KECTBEHHOM KOHTEeKCTe.

Kak uges, Kodbe nossunocs Ha cset
oceHbto 1983 ropa B nabupuHTax
KOMMYHanbHbIX KOPMAOPOE LieHTpa
JlennHrpapa. Boisuime opHoknace-
HMKM rJo 30-0if du3MKo-maTemaTH-
YEeCKOM LiKone, CcTaBlMe CTygeH-
TAMM  TEXHMYECKMX yHMBEPCHUTETOB
Cranmcnas “Crac” Tuwakos (6ac
BOKan), u AnekcaHgp "CeMéH':
Cenun  (6apabambl), cranu npo-
BOAMTb csobogHoe Bpems
COBMECTHO, NMPMAYMbIBas HOBble M
MCMONHSIS y>Ke TrOTOBble MecHM Ha
ctxmn Tuwakosa. MomeHTom cos-
AaHMA  rpynnbl  NPUHATO  cuMTaThb
nproblueHue K KomnaHum ewé oa-
:-'IOFO } CTyReHTa-TexHaps, Dpyapaa
3pa" Hectepetko (rutapa, BOKar)
M3BECTHE O YEM NPHBREKNO B cocral;
Kode u npurnawénroro soka-
f"IMCTa, KoTopbim ctan [puropwuii
Kob6eww"” Kobewasuase, ogHo-
KYpcHuk Tuwakosa.

HassaHue Kode ctano panbro opHoMn
M3 TNaBHbIX MUTEPCKMX TPaAMLMI,
YAa4HO obbeguHuBLMX B cebe
3K30TUKY M obblgeHHOCTb, YTo go
HEKOTOPOJ cTeneHu cTano npucyiue
M My3bIKe rpynnbi. CeHuH, Haxogme-
LLUMMCA B APYIKECKMUX OTHOLLUEHMSX C
Haqﬂvmar?umm 3BYKOpeXMCcCEpom
Anéweii BuwmHelt u paxe ochop-
MUBLLMK 0BrnoxkKy ero pebroTHoro
anb6oma, nosHakomun npusTens c

TBOPYECTBOM TONMBKO 4YTO CO3AaH-

HOro KonnektvBa, M, nocnywas

necin Kodbe, BuwHs B3sncs ux
NpPOAOCHPOBaTH.

Nletom 1984 B 4eTLIPEXKOM-
HaTHO kBapTUpe Buwhm Ha OxTe
6bin 3anmcaH anbbom «banet»,
LMK BOSHYHOLLLE-CBEXMX HEO-
POMAaHTHUECKMX  Menoami ¢

PpedneKcHBHBIMM TEKCTamM,
MCMONHEHHBIN OTCTPAHEHHO-
meuTaTenbHbiM  FONOCOM  MOA,
HEeCKOmNbKO MeXaHUCTHHHOe

My3bIKanbHOe COMPOBOXAEHHE.
Anbbom MMen NErkui pe3soHaHc
cpeny Apy3ei 1 nopgur rpynny Ha
10, uTOBbI BCTYMMTb B JleHuH-
rpapckui Pok-kny6.

Becb crepytolmi ropg, Kodpe
nposenu, o cTapuHKe peneTMpys
LOMa, M BCE TaK Bbl M 3aKOH4NNOCH
KOHLLEPTamH Ha KyXHsAX ApY3eH, HO
g asrycte 1985 B KOMMaHuiO
yaauHo  Baunuck  Mropb "Mat”
MeTtpos (ruTapa,  KnaBuLHbIE,
cakcocoH) 1 Mropb "lora”
Konbinoe (6ac, Bokan) TONbKO H4TO
NOKMHYyBLIME TeneBusop. Hoso-
BpaHubl OBaBUNK B MY3bIKY Kodpe
snemeHT cTonb  Heobxoaumoro
rpynne B To Bpems mpogeccuo-
Hanusma " CTMMYTNMPOBanu
Bo306HOBNEHHE CLLEHMYECKOoro
TBOpUECKOro mpouecca.

B Hosom cocTaBe oHW 7 nexabps
1985 Bnepsble BLICTYMMUIM B CTEHAX
Pok-knyba (kctatv, BmecTe C
3o0MapKom), nocne 4ero ¢ nepe-
MEHHbIM YCMEXOM Hauanu KoHUep-
TMpOBaTb M Ha APYTMX TOPOACKMX
nnowaakax. KoHuepTbl Kodpe B8
cesoHe 1985-1986 (a oHu urpam
smecTe ¢ Kuno, Aspopoi, ABUA u
paxe C MeTanIMyeckum HokayToMm)
BbI3blBaNM pPa3HOpEUMBbIE OTKIMKU:
Kode, noxanyH, nepsbimi B FOPOAE
PMCKHYNM — COepMHATL  Ha  cueHe
3ByuYaHMe IKMBbIX MHCTPYMEHTOB C
hOHOrPaMMO, MPHMBNEKAN K CBOUM
BbLICTYMNEHMSIM  TAHLLOPOB  MOAHOTO
Torpa 6penk-gaHca u T.A., CTPEMsCH
3aMeHMTb MOparbHO  ycTapeslune
ke poka 70-x aKTyanbHbIMK Ha TO
BPEMS XY[0MKECTBEHHBIMMU MHOMAMH.

B sneape 1986 Buwns, y>xke Ha ceoen
HOBOW CTyguu, 3anucan BTOPOM
anbbom Kodpe, «banaHc», opHa M3
necen ¢ kotoporo, «Craemo Ha
3epo», bbicTpo cTana nonynspHOM:
Ha necHio 6bin CHAT BMAEO-KNWM,
KoTopblii mokasano JlenuHrpaackoe
Tenesupenne B nporpammax «on-
AHTeHHa» u «Kpy»aTcs AUCKN». B 1o
e Bpems, B rpynne Hauammcb
upeonormueckMe  pasHornacus, B
pesynbTate KOTOpbIX B Mae 1986
Kodpe nOKWHYIM HecTtepeHko MK
CeHuH, M rpynna, noTepsis AMHAMUKY,
Hayana HeYKMOHHO Pa3BanMBaTbCs.

MocnepHee  BbICTynneHue Kode
coctosnoc B asrycte 1986 Bo
[sopue Monopéxu, BO Bpems
HaTypHbIX CbEMOK ubma Banepwus
OropopHuKoBa «Banomwmk» (B
chvnibme yHacTBOBAnM TaKxe Anuca,
AykubioH, ABWA), nocne uero
rpynny MNOKWHYIN Mpuropuit  Kobe-
waeup3se. Hesaponro Ao Hosoro
1987 lopa no JleHnHrpapCKomy B
6bin MOKa3aH CHATbIM eLé BECHOM
«My3biKanbHbIM PuHr» ¢ rpynnamu
ABUA, Tenesusop wn YyXe He-
CyLLLEeCTBYOLWMMH Kodpe.

Bo BTOpOM NonosuHe 1986 Kodbe He
gbicTynano: [letpos u Konbinos
[bITanMCh 3anMCcbIBaTb CBOM maTepwuan
nop,  BbIBECKOM rmy (Goga-Pat
United), Ho B Hosbpe 1986 MeTpos
yLWEN B apMMIO, ewé yepes nonropa
Tuwakos ctan  6ac-rMTapucTom
ABTOMaTHUECKMX  YpoBnetsopuTte-
neii, a Hecteperko, Konbinos 1
CeHuH B CAaMOM KOHLE 1987 ropa
BCTPETMAMCE B COCTaBe MeTtnn
Hecrteposa.
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